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Request for Proposal
Western Kansas Community Foundation
2021 Women of Purpose Grant
Empowered Women Empower Women!
The Program
The Western Kansas Community Foundation (WKCF) invites proposals for the 2021 Women of Purpose Fund grant. 
The History 

The Women of Purpose Fund was established in 2008 by a group of founders, the Women of Vision, with a permanent endowment. 
The Executive Committee has determined the focus of this year’s Request for Proposal (RFP) to be ‘Empowered Women Empower Women!’  Applications must be submitted by March 1, 2021.  

Through facilitated conversations with the Women of Vision Founders, the Executive Committee has determined the following area(s) of interest that should be considered for inclusion in this year’s application. 
The Women of Purpose have identified the importance of numerous issues that impact females as the grant focal point for the 2021 Request for Proposal. In response please consider the following areas of interest when submitting your application:
· Focus on any and/or all of the following aspects of women’s causes: health, education, finances, or employment
· Applications that focus on or address self-confidence, peer-mentoring, at-risk/women in crisis, or skill-building may be considered with greater weight   

· Emphasis on females (of any and/or all ages)  
· Impacting females in significant and sustainable ways 
Women of Purpose Vision:  Empowering southwest Kansas women to take an active and powerful role in philanthropy to serve area women, young and old. 
Women of Purpose Mission:  Allowing dedicated, engaged women to make a difference in the lives of many without a significant time commitment through philanthropy.      

In an effort to achieve the greatest impact, the Women of Purpose and the Western Kansas Community Foundation invite proposals that would support the 2021 Women of Purpose focus ‘Empowered Women Empower Women!’ and addresses at least one (1) of the areas of interest stated above. Additional consideration will be given to those organizations which can:
· Demonstrate collaboration among agencies to increase the scope and impact of the work
· Invest matching funds

· Provide a plan to sustain the program past the grant year

· Finally, support work in several communities and counties serviced by the Women of Purpose. A list of the servicing counties is found below. 

Western Kansas Community Foundation services the counties of: Greeley, Wichita, Scott, Lane, Hamilton, Kearny, Finney, Stanton, Grant, Haskell, Gray, Morton, Stevens, Seward, and Meade. 
Who Do We Fund?

The Women of Purpose will accept applications from qualified 501(c) (3) non-profit organizations and public institutions, including schools, clubs and civic/community organizations.  
The Process/Funding Requests

The executive committee of the Women of Purpose fund will evaluate proposals based on the following criteria:

· How well the proposal focus was addressed 

· Clarity of objectives, goals and timelines in addressing areas focus and interest 

· Measurable results

· Sustainability

· Collaboration/Leveraging of additional resources

· Organizational capacity to complete the project

Funding Ineligibility

Please see our website for a list of items that we will not fund: http://wkcf.org/grants/grant-guidelines
Range of Grant Awards

The Women of Purpose fund will award one (1) grant in the amount of $5,000. This award represents ½ the annual gifts made available by this year’s Women of Purpose voting members and the allocation approved by the WKCF Board of Directors of the previous year’s earnings.

Please note: Grant funds must be expended within the period of one (1) year from the award date or by 

April 2022.  

Reporting & Attendance Requirements

A final report will be required from the awardee within 60 days following the completion of the project. Final report guidelines are available in the online application portal. Once you have applied, that portal will list all current and previous applications your organization has submitted through the portal, along with any reporting requirements specific to each application. If you are selected as the Women of Purpose “Empowered Women Empower Women!’ grant recipient you will be required to have a representative at any annual event, such as the annual award luncheon, that would take place in the spring of 2022 that may be held to announce the upcoming grant recipient. The cost of your meal or attendance at any such event will be complementary.   

Technical Assistance
The WKCF will provide technical assistance on an as needed basis by contacting the WKCF Program & Marketing Director, Stacie Hahn at stacie@wkcf.org or at the following number: 620-271-9484 WKCF office. Questions regarding your application will be addressed to the best of our ability. Please note contact with the staff of the WKCF DOES NOT constitute a guarantee of funding. 

Please submit your application online via our website at http://wkcf.org/grants/grant-application by clicking the apply button. If you have not applied online with the WKCF previously, you will need to select “Create New Account” and go through that process first after clicking the apply button. If you have already set up an account, please log in with your credentials and select “Women of Purpose Grant Application” to begin filling out your grant request.

If you need help with your online submission please contact Stacie Hahn at stacie@wkcf.org.

A printable copy of the GRANT APPLICATION QUESTIONS may be found after clicking the apply button and selecting the Women of Purpose application by clicking the “Question List” button at the top right and saving/opening as a PDF document. Please note, printing the question list does not mean your application can be submitted by paper copy. 

All applications must be submitted fully online in order for an application to be reviewed by the Committee.

Applications must be submitted online by 

March 1, 2021
APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY 5:00PM ON THE DAY OF THE DEADLINE, NO EXCEPTIONS.
To become a voting member of the Women of Purpose Fund or to start a Women of Purpose Fund in your area please contact Stacie Hahn, stacie@wkcf.org Program & Marketing Director of the WKCF. 

