




2017 marked the 15-year anniversary of the Wichita 
County Community Foundation (WCCF), an a�liate 
of WKCF. It was also the last year to raise money for 
matching GROW II funds from the Kansas Health 
Foundation. With these major milestones in mind, the 
WCCF board launched a capital campaign to reach 
one million dollars in endowed funds before the end 

of 2017. More than $260,000 in gifts were received throughout the year, 
making our ending endowed balance just over $1,000,000. 

To help meet this million-dollar goal, the Foundation board members 
reached out to individuals, business owners and friends of the WCCF. The 
Foundation hosted a community celebration in November of 2017. The 
outcome of the community celebration was very positive for this growing 
foundation. New local and out-of-county donors were identi�ed, community 
understanding of the WCCF was improved and connections with various 
generations were made. WCCF reached it’s million-dollar goal because the 
citizens of Wichita County understand the importance of �nancial resources 
to maintain the vibrancy of the community both now and in the future! 

WCCF is excited to start 2018 with many opportunities of continued growth 
and service. The Western Kansas Community Foundation has played a vital 
role in helping WCCF grow and continue as a sustainable foundation.  

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the many donors, organizations, legal and �nancial advisors, grant 
and scholarship recipients and community leaders who worked with WKCF in the past year. We were able 
to grow because of the commitments of many people to building stronger communities. 

On December 31, 2017, we closed our books with $29M+ in assets; we paid out $855K+ in grants and 
fund distributions whereas two signi�cant trusts were bequeathed to us. Assets from the Wilmer “Bill” and 
Dorothea Kline Trust and the Elizabeth May Rosel Trust are designated to support scholarships according 
the �nal stipulations of the donors which guarantees tremendous educational opportunities for area 
students in years to come. In 2017, four new funds were established with the WKCF whereas the Legacy 
Society gained four new donors who promised to leave a portion of their estate to charity upon death. Just 
before the year’s closing, we transferred a�liate funds to Grant County Community Foundation that is now 
operating under their own nonpro�t status. Meanwhile, Wichita County Community Foundation celebrated 
their 15th Anniversary with $1M in endowed funds.

Worth mentioning is also the success of our inaugural Match Day on November 28, 2017. On that day only, 
we received $111,170.86 from 280 donors. Combined with the $50,000 matching dollars and $2,050 in prize 

grants the total amount distributed was $163,220.86 to 15 charitable causes. Prior to the event, the City of Garden City had adopted 
WKCF’s recommendation to establish ‘Giving Tuesday’ (the �rst Tuesday following Thanksgiving) as a national day of giving. With that, 
City Commissioners encouraged citizens to serve others throughout the holiday season and during other times of the year. I’m looking 
forward to what 2018 holds for us as we continue to work to ful�lling our promises of a thriving Western Kansas. 

From the Desk of the Executive Director

Conny Bogaard
Executive Director
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Wichita County Community Foundation
Reaches Endowment Goal
By Laura Berning, WCCF President

Western Kansas Community Foundation partners with John Gri�n, JD of Stewardship 
Counseling, LLC to provide estate planning design services free of charge. The draft plan 
can then be given to an attorney to formalize. Mr. Gri�n will also review existing plans 
which can be bene�cial especially when signi�cant life changes have occurred. No products 
are sold or endorsed through this counseling process, only the opportunity to gain ideas.

The Stewardship Counseling program has been made possible thanks to generous support 
from Garden City Community College Endowment Association and Commerce Trust Company 
of Garden City. Stewardship Counseling appointments are generally scheduled on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month – except for July and December – at a �rst-come-�rst-served basis. 
Call the WKCF o�ce at 620-271-9484 to set an appointment!

Free Estate Planning Design

Get    WKCF News
in Your Inbox
To increase our reach, we have

transitioned to a quarterly e-newsletter, 
with printed versions twice a year.

Sign-up today at WKCF.org
Or email Stacie@WKCF.org

Board
Chair’s
Perspective
Kathy Diehl
Chair of the Board

Grant Application Deadlines
Application Due Dates are March 1st,
July 1st and November 1st. Grants are

awarded in April, August and December.

Members Since
Richard B. & Sheila K. Fankhauser............................... 2003
Ralph & Marilyn Germann............................................. 2003
Gerald L. & Phyllis A. Greene ........................................ 2003
Joe & Betty F. Benson..................................................... 2003
Mary Lou Shea................................................................. 2003
Danna L. Schaller Jones & William M. Jones JR. ........ 2004
Donald R. Messenger & Wauneta I. Messenger ........ 2005
Carl & Carolyn Myers...................................................... 2005
Martin G. & Judith L. Nusser......................................... 2005
Robert A. & Lujuana C. Baker ....................................... 2006
Ray & Geraldine Mann................................................... 2006
Edward M. & Alice M. Banning ..................................... 2007
George & Lori Hopkins .................................................. 2007
Roger & Donna Morris ................................................... 2008
Dr. James H. Tangeman & Sandra G. Tangeman ....... 2008
Delbert and Betty Becker.............................................. 2010
Helen J. Batchelder......................................................... 2011
Robert and Brenda Drees.............................................. 2011
Doral and Vincent Mancini ........................................... 2014
Otis and Mary Lee Molz................................................. 2015
Lynn Boitano ................................................................... 2016
Christina and Timothy Hanigan................................... 2016
Richard L. Monical .......................................................... 2017
Dennis Barr and Carol Meyer........................................ 2017
Milan and Deanna Berry ............................................... 2017
Kathleen Holt .................................................................. 2017
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It is hard to believe that 2017 is behind 
us, but it is a great time to highlight the 
accomplishments of the past year. With the 
support of the citizens of Southwest Kansas, 
and the vision of our sta� and board members, 
Western Kansas Community Foundation had 
an exciting year. Between new funds created, 
additions made to existing funds and the 
enormous success of our �rst Match 
Day-event, we were truly blessed. 

As I re�ect back it is amazing the progress the 
WKCF has made not only in this last year but 
since the inception of this wonderful organi-
zation. Each and every gift received increases 
the Foundation’s impact of giving to those in 
need in Southwest Kansas. It is our wish for 
you that this New Year will bring good things 
to the special people in your lives. We have a 
special gift in our communities, partnerships 
with people who care about others and 
people who share with those around them. 
We also know that these partnerships are 
key to our success and we look forward to 
continue making a di�erence in 2018 – 
together.


